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From Trade to Empire: The Rise

of British Power in India — Part 1

Advent of Europeans in India to the
Results of the Sepoy Mutiny (1857)

By Heera Sarmah




The Search for New Sea Routes

Ancient Ties: India had strong trade
links with Europe since ancient times,
both by land and sea.

The Catalyst: 1453 A.D. - The fall of
Constantinople forced Europeans to

search for a new, safer sea route to India.
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Pioneers of the Sea Route
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Bartholomeu Diaz reached the Vasco Da Gama arrived at

Cape of Good Hope (South Calicut, India.
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The Portuguese were the first to find the route. This connected India with Western
countries and marked a new era in world history.
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Advent of the English
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& 1580 A.D.

EThe ExPlorer£

Francis Drake circumnavigated the
globe.
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: John Mildenhall reached India with a
letter from Queen Elizabeth and

received trade privileges from
Emperor Akbar.

oA feoAaE STt afei[ad s
Ciqew UsiBe (g AJI6 WSS oIt
qiferene fdt oo FE|

&1 NotebookLM



Establishment of the East India Company &z
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English merchants formed the East India Company to trade with
the Oriental world.

1600 A.D.
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Captain William Hawkins met Jahangir to receive permission to
establish trade at Surat.
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Sir Thomas Roe met Jahangir and received permission to establish
factories at Surat.
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Expanding Trade & Territories 4
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_The Bombay Dowry

e 1661.: King Charles Il received Bombay as dowry from the Portuguese Princess Catherine.
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e 1668: The East India Company received Bombay from Charles Il for fifty thousand pounds.
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The Royal Decree

trade rights.
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a e 1715: Emperor Farrukhsiyar gave th ree imperial firmans to the British, vastly expanding their
%
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The Turning Point: Battle of Plassey (1757)
OF SFRIS GNIF: DT Ta (59¢9)

[ 1756: Siraj-ud-Daulah captured Calcutta. ]
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1757: Robert Clive defeated Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulah with the help of Mir Jafar.
Mir Jafar was made the new Nawab by the East India Company.
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Consolidation of Power: Diwani Rights (1765)
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* Robert Clive’s second administration (1765-67) strengthened Company rule.
Emperor Shah Alam II signed the Treaty of Allahabad.
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' The Company / GI=H1AY
Got Diwani (Revenue Rights)
over Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa.

Controlled the revenue.
Power significantly increased.
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Handled administration.
Power significantly reduced.
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Administrative Changes & Key Acts 3
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‘ Warren Hastings (1774-85) made the East India Company the most powerful force in India.
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1773 Regulating Act: Created the Governor General post; centralized administration.
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1784 supervised Company rule in India.
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_I Pitt’s India Act: Introduced Dual Control (Company + British Govt); a Board of Control
| 1853

1833 & I Acts: Further strengthened central administration. I
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Causes of the Sepoy Mutiny P
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Widespread Political, Economic,
and Social discontent among

Indians.

Policies of Lord Dalhousie SRS ENEG IR CICE e
worsened the unrest, leading Causes of | AT, WA I

directly to the mutiny. AT ePE iR

T (TeTRheibe Afery sHifg
wfge SR I€ i, [
Rares o1 T 1835: Mughal Emperor’s name
was removed from the
Company’s coins.
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The Spark & Spread of the Revolt  s#

29th March 1857: Mangal Pandey attacked a British officer
at Barrackpore, marking the official start of the revolt.
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Lord Canning (1856-62) was in
charge as Governor General

1857: The revolt quickly

spread across North India.
P during the revolt.
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Results of the Mutiny: The Political Shift A“;{%
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2nd August 1858: Government of India Act passed.
L TS SurEh: OIS HIPIF SN2 ﬁ_xsl

End of East India Company’s rule in India.
SIFo® 23 BT (AT K XS A

Power transferred directly from the Company to the British Crown.

Governor General became the Viceroy. Lord Canning became the 1st Viceroy. |
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Results of the Mutiny: Social & Policy Impact .

Social Awakening / A& Gisiqst MMM The New British Policy / g+ fafog FifS

» Indian rulers were treated with more * The British government changed its
respect and assured protection. policy towards India after the revolt.
Educated Indians became aware of & They followed a ‘Divide and Rule’ policy
unity and self-development. e to intentionally weaken Indian unity.

. SO MITEHEAS TS T Al | ﬁm?f%—@%imwwaﬁ
391 2 NI IR gfonphe frat 231 (OETETIHR i Al T (SEEAIP
fifire CIRoRmTPe Fol &I OITORT APel Ggel BigAcet fere
¥-faarig afs srest =31 (i< *I19 SIS’ (Divide and Rule)

A S|

& NotebooklLM



To be continued...
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1. Why did European nations look for a new sea route to India?

A. To avoid taxes B. Because land routes were

unsafe due to 'Ia;(ish control
D. For rel‘igivc@ easons

C. To explore new continents

2. Who first reached the Cape of Goo ﬂI%lz)pe in 1487 AD?

A. Vasco da Gama .?; OB. Christopher Columbus
C. Bartolomeu Diaz ‘b§h D. James Cook
e
3. Vasco da Gama %ched India in which year?
A. 1492 B. 1498
C. 1500 D. 1487
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4. Where did Vasco da Gama land in India? 8
A. Goa B. Calicut ANKURON

C. Surat D. Bombay

S. Who was the first English sailor to circumnavigate the globe?
A. John Mildenhall B. Ralph Fitch
C. Francis Drake D. James I

6. In which year was the English East India Company established?
A. 1498 B. 1599
C. 1600 D. 1611



7. Who sent Captain William Hawkins to India? 88
A. Queen Elizabeth B. King James I ANKURON
C. Akbar D. Jahangir

8. Captain William HawKkins visited the court of which Mughal emperor?
A. Akbar B. Shah Jahan

C. Jahangir D. Aurangzeb

9. Who was the first Englishman to reach Agra?
A. Sir Thomas Roe B. William Hawkins
C. Francis Drake D. Ralph Fitch



10. Who secured permission for the English to establish 4

factories at Surat? A:?gg‘gén
A. William Hawkins B. Sir Thomas Roe
C. Robert Clive D. Vasco da Gama

11. In which year did Sir Thomas Roe visit Jahangir’s court?
A. 1608 B. 1615
C. 1700 D. 1599

12. Bombay was given to the British as dowry by whom?
A. Spain B. France
C. Portugal D. Netherlands



13. Who acquired Bombay from the Portuguese? %
A. William Hawkins B. Charles II AWN
C. Robert Clive D. Warren Hastings LTl

14. The Battle of Plassey (1757) was fought between the British and
whom?

A. Aurangzeb B. Siraj-ud-daulah

C. Jahangir D. Tipu Sultan

15. During whose governorship did the East India Company become

most powerful in India?
A. Robert Clive B. Lord Dalhousie

C. Warren Hastings D. Lord Cornwallis
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16. Who fired the first shots that triggered the Sepoy ()
Mutiny otj 1857? o %
A. Rani Lakshmibai B. Mangal Pandey ANKURON
C. Bahadur Shah Zafar D. Tantia Tope B
17. Mangal Pandey was a sepoy of which regiment?
A. 19th Infantry B. 34th National Infantry
C. 21st Cavalry D. 10th Regiment

18. The incident involving Mangal Pandey took place at:
A. Meerut B. Delhi
C. Barrackpore D. Kanpur



19. On which date did Mangal Pandey attack the British "m

officer? AV 4
A. 10 May 1857 B. 29 March 1857 A‘R‘“ﬁu
C. 15 August 1857 D. 1 January 1857 PAATHSALA

20. Who became the Governor-General of India during the Revolt

of 1857?
A. Lord Dalhousie B. Lord Canning
C. Lord Hastings D. Lord Cornwallis

21. What happened to Mangal Pandey and Ishwar Pandey after

the revolt?
A. They were pardoned B. They were imprisoned

C. They were awarded capital  D. They escaped punishment
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22. One cause of the revolt was the removal of whose name from ‘au!
N

coins in 1835? Aplgﬁgggu
A. British King B. Nawab of Bengal
C. Mughal Emperor D. Governor-General

23. Which language replaced Persian in administration, causing
dissatisfaction?

A. Hindi B. Urdu

C. English D. Sanskrit

24. Which policy of Lord Dalhousie increased discontent among
Indians?

A. Subsidiary Alliance B. Doctrine of Lapse

C. Divide and Rule D. Permanent Settlement
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25. The Sepoy Mutiny led to changes in: ==
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A. Only military system B. Only economic system
C. Political and administrative system D. Only education system

26. The Government of India Act was passed in:
A. 1857 B. 1858

C. 1861 D. 1872

27. After the Act of 1858, who got the power to rule India directly?
A. East India Company B. Mughal Emperor
C. British Parliament/Government D. Nawabs
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28. What new title was given to the Governor-General after 1858? ANKURON
A. President B. Prime Minister RN
C. Viceroy D. Commander

29. Who was the first Viceroy of India?
A. Lord Dalhousie B. Lord Canning
C. Lord Curzon D. Lord Hastings

30. What policy did the British adopt after the revolt to control Indians?
A. Doctrine of Lapse B. Divide and Rule
C. Non-cooperation D. Swadeshi
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Thank You
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